
West Pikeland Township 
1645 Art School Road 

Chester Springs, Pennsylvania 
Board of Supervisors 

June 6, 2016 at 7:30 p.m. 
 

ATTENDING BOARD    OF 

SUPERVISORS 

ATTENDING 

TOWNSHIP PERSONNEL 

Richard R. Bright, Jr., Chair Jim Wendelgass, Township Manager 

Harold Hallman, Vice Chair Shane Clark, Chief of Police 

Ernie Holling, Supervisor Jonathan Slaven, Township Secretary/Asst. to the Manager 

Pam Conti, Supervisor  

 

Chairman Bright called the meeting to order at 7:35 P.M. at the Township Building and led the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
The Chair announced that an Executive Session was held on May 16, 2016 to discuss personnel 
matters. 
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
The agenda was accepted after addition of Section J to new business to discuss the Parks and 
Recreation Commission’s proposal for yoga in the park. 
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
Chairman Bright opened the floor for additions or corrections to the minutes of May 16, 2016. 
Supervisor Holling moved to strike the last sentence from section “e.  The Chairman approved 
the minutes with proposed correction. 
 
PERSONS WISHING TO BE HEARD 
The Chair asked if any one wished to present issues not on the agenda. Mr. White made a 
comment on having other committees turn in agenda information in a timelier fashion so that 
last minute additions do not have to be made to Agenda. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

a. Update on Septage Management Ordinance. Township Manager, Jim Wendelgass is in 
the process of creating a committee to compile and share information regarding the 



Septage management ordinance. The Township is also currently waiting for a 
representative of PADEP to retract his previous letter. Chair Bright indicated a desire to 
move the date of the public hearing to consider the ordinance. Manager, Wendelgass 
affirmed this as it was also advised by Township Engineer, Matt Brown. Supervisor 
Holling brought up his concern to not push this back any longer than it needs to and that 
he wants to proceed with the ordinance and 537 plan revision simultaneously. 
Supervisor Holling suggested to delay the rescheduling of the meeting regarding septage 
until after the retraction of DEP’s letter. Supervisor Conti made a motion to hold the 
hearing on September 19th in order to allow for time to send out an informational sheet. 
Chair, Bright Seconded. All voted Aye. 

b. Update on Shared Driveway Ordinance.  The Township sent letters out to all 135 
residents with shared driveways introducing concerns about emergency services not 
being able to get to them in a timely manner and informing them that the Township is 
going to have a hearing to consider a proposed ordinance requiring signage for parcels 
and dwellings on shared driveways. The public hearing will take place at the next Board 
of Supervisors meeting on June 20th, at 7:30 p.m. 

c. Discussion of Eagle Farms Road. There is a potential meeting with Penn DOT and three 
other municipalities to discuss the status of Eagle Farms Road. Supervisor Holling will 
follow up with the traffic and permit unit to elicit additional information.   

 
NEW BUSINESS 

a. Update on paving projects. With respect to the status of Horseshoe Trail Bridge, 
Township Engineer, Ted Gacomis is still currently working with DEP who is to have an 
onsite meeting to identify if the site that needs mitigation. Dewees lane is currently 
being milled and will be worked on Wednesday and Thursday of this week. Horseshoe 
Trail will be getting a base coat tomorrow, June 7th and a top coat Friday, June 10th and 
Monday, June 13th. The road will be closed except to local traffic and emergency 
vehicles. Martin Paving is to start shoulder work this week, patching week of June 20th. 
Tar and chip will begin in June; however, no formal date has been set yet. 

b. Discussion on Palmer House. Chairman Bright started a discussion and proposed either 
leasing, selling, or tearing it down. Consensus among the Board members is to sell the 
property. The next step will be to find out who could provide an auction for the Palmer 
house, which Manager Wendelgass will handle. Supervisor Conti recommended any 
monies gained go to new park design/construction. 

c. Theater lease and issues. Lauren McComas (SALT) posed the question of who to call for 
AC adjustments. Township Secretary, Jonathan Slaven recommended setting a weekly 
schedule and calling him if there are any emergency issues and to use Supervisor 
Holling as a backup if he is unavailable. Currently the floors are the most urgent issue to 
resolve. Manager, Wendelgass will get numbers on the list of improvement items and 
will be coordinating the efforts to make repairs to the building and meeting with 
Lauren and Charlie starting next week. Lauren also proposed an offer to rent the 
theater space 365 days a year. Chairman Bright suggested revisiting the issue at the 



July meeting in order to give Lauren time to create a proposal and the Township to 
research an appropriate rate schedule.  Supervisor Holling spoke with Nancy Bartlett 
about a lower maintenance design for the front courtyard. Supervisor Conti made a 
motion to proceed with the design so long as it does not to exceed $650. Holling 
seconded. All in favor, Aye.  

d. Communications between Board and Township Manager. Manager Wendelgass polled 
the Board to see if the manager’s report they are receiving is sufficient. They agreed 
monthly dissemination is okay with emergency information being an exception that 
requires real time distribution. 

e. Update on barn demolition at the White Property. Bid received at the previously 
approved amount of $16,500.  Manager, Wendelgass is currently attempting to get the 
work scheduled to get done as soon as possible. 

f. Discussion on changing electric suppliers. Manager Wendelgass gave information to the 
Board, indicating special rates that would significantly decrease the price. Board is in 
consensus for to find the lowest price provider. Board directed Manager Wendelgass to 
do so. 

g. Police pension plan update. Fortunately, the funding percentage is gradually improving 
while the unfunded liability went down. A report from PMRS says they are using more 
conservative numbers for their interest rates.  

h. Approval of payment on bond issue. US Bank did not give the Township the invoice for 
the interest payment in a timely manner. The Township was able to obtain the invoice 
due June 15th. Supervisor Holling moved to approve payment of the invoice. 
Supervisor Conti seconded, and all voted Aye. 

i. Potential changes of appointments for Assistant Secretary and Assistant Treasurer and 
signors on bank accounts. Supervisor Holling moved to appoint Manager, Jim 
Wendelgass to both. Chairman Bright seconded the motion.  All voted in favor. 

j. Yoga in the park. The Board will need more information from Parks and Recreation 
before making a decision on this matter. Some concerns are: who holds liability if not 
on township property (Binky Lee), cost of acquiring instructor, how long will this 
program be occurring, and will children be participating in the program. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The Chairman announced the next meetings of the Board of Supervisors are scheduled for 
Monday, June 20, 2016 and for Tuesday, July 5, 2016 at 7:30 p.m.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Supervisor Holling made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  It was seconded by Supervisor 
Bright. It was approved unanimously. 

 
Meeting adjourned at 9:10 pm. 
 
 
 



Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Jonathan Slaven 
Township Secretary/Assistant to the Manager 
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